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Dear Stakeholders

Consultation on proposed change of school age range to allow for the introduction of Nursery
provision at Leigh and Bransford Primary School.

This document explains:

@ Why we feel it is appropriate to consider adding this provision to the school
@ The timescale for the consultation

@ Who is being consulted

@ What happens at the end of the consultation period

Have your say

It is very important that all those involved have a say. A copy of the consultation document and link to
the response form is available at:

Leigh and Bransford Primary School Change of Age Range - Fill in form

Alternatively, a hard copy can be obtained from the school office

Leigh and Bransford Primary School
Hoopers Close
Leigh Sinton, Malvern
Worcestershire
WR13 5DX

Consultation responses must be received by noon Thursday 11 June 2026.

Yours sincerely,

Dafydd Lawday Sharon Tilki Stuart Bill Donna Phillips
(Chief Executive (Chair, Trustees) (Executive (Chair, Local Governing
Officer) Headteacher) Board)
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Background information

Mercian Educational Trust and Leigh & Bransford Primary School are proposing to change the
school’s age range in order to introduce nursery provision. This constitutes a significant change
and, as such, requires a period of public consultation followed by an application to the Department
for Education.

Leigh and Bransford Primary School is currently designated a Primary School with capacity for 210
pupils, it has no designation for a Nursery. To view the official school details please visit Leigh and
Bransford Primary School - GOV.UK

The Proposal

It is proposed that Leigh & Bransford Primary School expands its designation to include a 30-place
nursery, designed to admit pupils from the age of 2 years and 9 months. This change is proposed to
take effect from 1 January 2027. As a result, the school’s age range would be amended from 4-11
to 2-11.

Evidence of Demand

Local Authority data shows that there is a recognised shortage of early years places for three- and
four-year-olds in Leigh Sinton and the surrounding areas. Current provision does not fully meet
local demand, which can make it difficult for families to secure suitable places and can disrupt
continuity in children’s early education.

Feedback from parents and carers consistently highlights a strong desire for children to be able to
attend Leigh and Bransford Primary School from an earlier age. Families value the opportunity for
their children to experience a consistent approach to learning, care, and development from nursery
through to the end of primary school.

The school already provides a high-quality Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), which was praised
in its most recent Ofsted inspection (January 2026). This strong foundation means the school is
well placed to extend its provision to younger children while maintaining high standards.
Introducing a nursery at the school would create a convenient “one-stop” setting for families with
young children, reducing the need to travel to multiple locations for childcare and education. The
school’s accessible location on the main Worcester-Hereford Road also makes it well positioned to
serve a wider local community.

The proposed 30-place nursery would help address current gaps in provision while supporting
smooth transitions into Reception. As the current shortfall is primarily in provision for three- and
four-year-olds, these places would be the initial focus; however, the nursery would be designed
with flexibility so that, if future demand indicates a need for younger children’s places, the school
could extend provision to two-year-olds.
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Projected pupil figures published by the Local Authority indicate that demand for school places in
the area is expected to remain strong, supporting the case for additional nursery provision both
now and in the future.

Accommodation Required

It is proposed that a 30-place nursery unit be built alongside the existing Reception class at Leigh
and Bransford Primary School. This location will enable shared resources, consistent teaching
approaches, and closer staff collaboration, maximising learning opportunities for children.

Placing the nursery next to the Reception class will also support smooth transitions into primary
education, helping children become familiar with the environment, routines, and staff, and ensuring
a seamless start to their school journey.

How the decision will be made
At the conclusion of this consultation period the Trustees will consider any issues that have been
raised before deciding whether to make a formal proposal to the Department for Education.

Mercian Educational Trust will share evidence with the Local Authority to allow them to consider
evidence from various sources in order to reach a considered view on the merits of the proposal. In
particular the following factors:

@  The response to the public consultation

@  The quality of education provision at the school

@  The ability of the school to manage the proposed change to support the continued
improvements at the school

@® Demand for places at the nursery/school and in the local area

Who is being consulted?

This document will be sent to:

Parents and carers of pupils attending the nursery/school
Staff and Governors of other local schools

Local District and County Councillors

The Local Education Authority

Immediate neighbours

Local Member of Parliament

Cabinet Member Responsible for Education

Any other local stakeholder

PRI

What happens next?
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Consultation Phase — Monday 18%" May — Thursday 11%" June

During the consultation phase anyone with an interest can express their views on the options
expressed in this document. This document and the response form (see link) are part of the
consultation.

Submission of formal proposal to Local Authority — Tuesday 16" June

The trustees will take note of issues raised during the consultation. At the conclusion of the
consultation period, a decision will be made whether to submit a formal proposal to the Local
Authority, requesting their support to formally propose the change.

If a formal proposal is made, the school and local authority officers will then prepare a report for
the Cabinet Members with Responsibility for Education detailing the arguments for and against the
proposal and the capital allocation that would be required to deliver the required accommodation.
The responses of the public consultation will be shared with the Cabinet Member with
Responsibility along with the Trustees’ comments on the issues raised.

It is very important that all those involved have a say. It is very important that all those involved
have a say. Please follow the link below:

Leigh and Bransford Primary School Change of Age Range - Fill in form

Alternatively, a hard copy can be obtained from the school office

Leigh and Bransford Primary School
Hoopers Close
Leigh Sinton, Malvern
Worcestershire
WR13 5DX

Consultation responses must be received by noon Thursday 11" June 2026.
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